found on exploration to contain comparatively clear straw-coloured fluid, loaded, with streptococci; the fluid only became turbid later. Each case recovered after resection and the withdrawal of over two pints of the infected fluid. In one of these cases bacteriological investigations by Captain Carnegie Dickson indicated that a large number of the streptococci were degenerated; many of them were found inside the phagocytes, showing that the resisting power of the patient, a young nurse, was beginning to get the upper hand, as indeed was indicated clinically by a gradual fall, of the temperature and improvement in the general condition before the operation of resection was carried out.
In these streptococcal effusions it is advisable to evacuate the fluid before it becomes visibly purulent. A preliminary aspiration is often followed by a general improvement, and a lessening of the toxmemic symptoms. The rib resection may be done a day or two later and the cavity drained. A vaccine may be given if desired, although the condition usually clears up quite satisfactorily without inoculation.
Dr. F. G. CROORSHANK.
I should like to ask if any of the American officers present can give mne any information concerning the epidemic which,-at the end of 1915 and the beginning of 1916, according to the American journals,' ran rapidly through the States. One was extremely struck to see the statement that it was a wave of influenza such as had not been seen for thirty years; while in subsequent papers it was stated that in May, 1916, there was a great number of outbreaks throughout the States characterized by severe pneumonia. Later authors, however, took up the position that this epidemic in the early part of 1916 was not a true influenza, but a " pseudo-influenza," because Pfeiffer's bacillus was so conspicuous by its absence. The epidemic was immediately succeeded by the poliomyelitis of 1916.
Major FRED. M. MEADER, M.C., U.S.A.
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